Members of the National Council at Bootle

This, our eighth issue of a National Newslet-
ter, is a compilation of the Reports made by
the Local Associations at our last National
Council meeting, which took place at Bootle
on 20th March 2005. It also has news of how
our previous Mission Projectfor 2003turned
out and has news of how our 2004fund rais-
ing is progressing and plans for our future
projectfor this year, 2005.Our next National
Council meeting will be on 25th September
at the SalesianHouse in Battersea,London,
when we hope to be able to con rm our 2005
Mission Project.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT

National
thanked Fr Gerry O'Shaughnessy, the Rector

President, Patrick Morrissey,

,‘ ‘:g) Salesian Past Pupils (Great Britain)
==/ ~/ National President: Patrick Morrissey

May 2005

of the Bootle community, and Fr SeanMur -
ray, National SDB Delegate, for hosting the
meeting and providing overnight accommo-
dation for attendeesfrom the South. He also
thanked Frs SeanMurray, Joe Brown, John
Booth and JamesWalsh for Concelebrating
Massfor the National Council at 9.45am.Na-
tional President, Patrick Morrissey, thanked
all thosewho had turned up for the meeting.

Patrick Morrissey was able and delighted to
report that the project for the "SMILE" Mis-
sion appeal for 2003, to fund a new wa-
ter system for the Don Bosco Technical Col-
lege in Liberia was more than fully met. In-
deed, against a target of £5,000,the amount
donated was nally £12,000. The following
photos show the before and after effects of
this magni cent effort.

g

e

e

Before: The trek for water
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After: A heartfelt "Thank you' on a card

These 'before and after' photos show what
a massive improvement has been brought
about by your very generous donations. We
will bring you similar photos of our 2004
projectwhen it hasbeencompleted.

On behalf of the people in Liberia, National
President and National Council wishes to
thank its Local Associations and their mem-
bers and friends and all who contributed,
for their generosity which made this Mission
projectcometo full fruition.

WE CAN ASSURE YOU THAT EVERY
POUND THAT WAS CONTRIBUTED WAS
TAKEN TO LIBERIA TO BENEFIT THE
PROJECTTHIS WILL BETHE CASEWITH
THE FUND RAISING FORALL NATIONAL
COUNCIL MISSION PROJECTS.

Patrick Morrissey was also able to report that
the SMILE Mission appeal for 2004,to fund

the replacement of the electrical generators
destroyed during the war, with a target of
£12,000,was also going to be fullled. Na-

tional Treasurer was ableto report that £9,720
is already received or promised and, once

After: Three new water storage tanks



GB PastPupils Newsletter

Issue 8

May 2005

again, National President and his wife Di-
ane have generously promised to fund from
their personal Charity account, any short-
fall in the nal target that may be needed.
National Treasurer will advise all National
Council members of the actual amount col-
lected by 30 April 2005

Therewas understandable concernabout not
being able to show contributors concrete ev-
idence of what is being achieved by these
generous contributions by Past Pupils and
their friends. The photos of the 2003 project,
which hasbeencompleted, are shown above
and an earlier Newsletter carried a photo of
the young Liberians with their "Thank You"
message. For the sake of completenessthis
is included again in this issue. Furthermore
National President will forward a copy of
his Mission Appeal material to Fr Anthony

Bailey, the Editor of '‘Don Bosco Today', for
possible inclusion in a futur e edition. Fr Joe
Brown has also sent this Mission appeal ma-
terial to John Monibah, Editor of the 'Don

BoscoLink' newsletter published in Liberia.

Patrick Morrissey then invited Fr JoeBrown

SDB, Missions Dir ector, to make a presenta-
tion of possible projectsfor our 2005Mission

appeal for consideration by National Coun-
cil. Those put forward for consideration at
the meeting were:

Musical instruments for a projectcalled
'‘Don BoscoBeatBand'

Funding scholarshipsfor training of fu-
tur e teachersin Liberia

Training of Medical personnel for FMM
Health College

Support for the Sean Devereux Youth
Center

Fr JoeBrown will alsowrite to the Provincial
of Anglophone West Africa, Don Riccardo
Castellino, and to Sister Barbara for propos-
als of a medical project to deal with child

malaria and Aids of around USD 20,000.
National President will circulate National
Council memberswhen he getsany informa-
tion.

VICE PRESIDENT

Firstly, apologies for my absence. The only
signi cant matter on Communications is the
creation of the of cial World Confederation
PastPupils Website. This was communicated
to all on National Council who have active
Email addresses,by forwar ding to them the
details | received from Rome.

Another matter | should record is that Na-
tional President's paper on our activities for
Africa, has been sent by Patrick to Rome
and to Alex Dockers. Rome has indicated
that they will be adding it to the above-
mentioned World Confederation Website.

Alex Dockers, of World Confederation, is
planning to include this in his continuing PP
Info Website, for the next PP Info 72, which
will beissued by the end-Mar 2005.

Email addresseewill have seenfrom my for-
warded messagesby Fr Julian Fox SDB of his
frequent "austraLasia" communications that
Past Pupils' matters are receiving a lot more
attention.

Fr Seanwill take new photos of all attendees
at the meeting so that we can get back to
a more colourful Newsletter, with photos of
National Of cers and Local Association Pres-
idents. Pleasesend me colour photographs
of events so that | can add these to the next
Issue.

JohnWard Vice President,SalesiarPastPupils'
Federatior{GB)
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BATTERSEA ASSOCIA TION

President:NicholasPotter
Tel: 02086790126
Email: potterpef@hotmail.com

Firstly | am sorry | cannot be with you, but
my businessdiary demands | am heading in
the opposite dir ection

A well attended concelebrated Remem-
branceDay Masswith readings by our school
captain, his deputy and a predecessorwas
held. The ceremony to the memorial for our
fallen Past Pupils then took place, followed
by refreshmentsand a toast to absentfriends
in the Local Inn.

A highly successfulAGM & Re-Union was
held in January, graced by the presenceof
our new Provincial. Apart from the usual old
dinosaurs the most pleasing features were
the presenceof not only our SDB Commu-
nity, which is most important to us, but also
our present school captain and his deputy,
with their predecessorsgoing back over the
past ve yearsor so. It is really good to see
our immediate PastPupils coming back each
year, One of them started at Oxford Univer -
sity this year, with hopefully another to fol-
low in October.

The AGM voted the sum of £800 to the
SMILE fund (following an eloquent oration
by the National President) and we agreed to
send out an appeal drafted by Patrick Mor-
rissey with our Newsletter, which was to go
out in February.

The Battersea Newsletter, Maroon & Gold
No 2, has been sent out to National Council
members (gratis) and well receivedin its new
format by our readership. If anyone who has
not had a copy and would like one, kindly
Email arequest.

My best wishes to all those attending, for a
successfulday.

BLAISDON ASSOCIATION

President.CharlesSpringett
Tel: 01782767931
Email:cwasuk@yahoo.co.uk

Sinceour last meeting there hasbeena num-
ber of Funerals, which | and Fr SeanMurray
SDB and other Blaisdon Old Boys have at-
tended. The death of Fr Paul Golding SDB
(RIP) who is remembered by many Blaisdon
Old Boys with great affection for his work
and teaching down on the farm, was a great
loss. His funeral in Farnborough was at-
tended by a number of Blaisdon Old Boys
who travelled from many parts of the coun-
try to say their last farewells and thanks to a
good friend. What a shame other PastPupils
from Chertsey, where he was for so many
years,and from Farnborough, did not attend.

Fr Paul Golding (RIP) visited by Blaisdon Old Boys

Another loss was Fr John Thompson SDB
(RIP), another ex-Blaisdon Salesian who is
also remembered by many old Boys. |,



GB PastPupils Newsletter

Issue 8

May 2005

with Fr Sean Murray SDB attended the re-
ception of his body service in Mary Help
Of Christians Church Farnborough, but next
day | was attending another funeral in
Mitcheldean (Glos), that being Mr Frank
Bayliss RIP of Blaisdon, a good friend of
many Blaisdon Old Boys. Again a number
of them travelled many miles to attend, and
they also did so for the funeral of Mr Stan
Tilling, RIP, the husband of Carol the Cook at
Blaisdon Hall for many years.

| think this shows the feeling of comrade-
ship and friendship among the Blaisdon Old
Boys, for the ex Blaisdon Salesiansand the
villagers and friends over many years. Other
losseswere that of Michael (Hector) O'Shea
RIP, aBOB (Blaisdon Old Boy) from Bodmin.
Fr SeanMurray SDBand | travelled to Corn-
wall to join with Bodmin Boys to say our
farewells to Hector, and to Jim Kelly RIP, a
BOB from Gloucester. Jim's family asked me
for information on obtaining any records, as
they knew very little of his upbringing and
his life as a child, as he never spoke about
it to them. | advised them to contact the
Catholic Childr en's Society (Westminster), ex
Crusade of Rescue who hold records of boys
who were senton to Blaisdon from London.

Social Gathering after Mass

Bench made by Kevin Cummings RIP

The late Kevin, in Red, seated on his bench

A number of us are meeting up in Blaisdon
Village over the w/e of 2/3 April for our
usual get together. It will be good to see
old friends again, and put forwar d ideas and
suggestionsfor our forthcoming Reunion on
28th August in Gloucester. This is to cele-
brate the 70th anniversary of the opening of
Blaisdon Hall in 1935,by the Salesians,as a
school for boys in need, and where we feel
Don Bosco'swork was truly done. We are
hoping that a number of ex Blaisdon Sale-
sians will attend, also ex members of staff,
and helpers, as well as Blaisdon Old Boys,
families and friends to make this a truly
memorable day. Arrangements are already
under way but lots more needs to be done
yet.

| have received requestsfor copies of records
showing all Blaisdon donations towards the
Smile 2004 project, including when these
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funds were paid in which and if any of these
funds are asyet transferred to Liberia, alsoas
to how thesedonations have beenused. This
information is requestedbefore any other re-
quests for donations will be considered. |
suggestphotos of the water tanks in working

condition, and progressof the electric gener-
ators.

BOOTLE ASSOCIATION

President:Terry Rimmer
Tel: 01518023000(Of ce Hours)
rimmers@giddygatedesese.co.uk

We are still hoping that a Local Past Pupils'

Association for this large SalesianSchoolwill

become a reality. We hope that readers of
this Newsletter especially those who are Past
Pupils of Bootle will getin touch with Terry
Rimmer to start the ball rolling. There is
much to be gained in terms of solidarity and
continuing friendship and support, asl trust
some of the reports of other Local Associa-
tions inn the Newsletter attest to. You will

become a welcome addition to our National

Federation.

BURWASH ASSOCIATION

Not yet establishedAny takers?

CHERTSEY ASSOCIATION

President:SueGregson
No up to date news available.

We know, however, that the Football Club
continues to be a very valuable facility for

the Chertsey Past Pupils. Some photos of
matches and their results would be interest-
ing for our readers. Contact - Mike Quinlan

COWLEY ASSOCIATION

President:RichardBlake
Tel: 01753863568
Email: rblake@rblakedeserg.co.uk

We held our 2004 AGM & Reunion at the
Four Pillars Hotel, Sandford-on Thames on
Sunday 24 October. 36 Past Pupils attended
and were joined by Fr Hugh Preston, Fr Joe
Merriman and Fr Peter Quinn the Concel-
ebrants of our Mass at Our Lady Help of
Christians Church, Cowley.

Eleven weeks earlier ten Cowley Old Boys
were among the many friends and relatives
who grieved at the funeral of Christopher
Jamison, a very generous benefactor of the
Cowley Association. Fr SeanMurray con-
ducted the Requiem Mass in the Cirences-
ter Catholic Parish Church beforeinternment
in the lovely cemetery at the Church of Eng-
land Parish Church in nearby South Cerney,
where Chris lived. The committal ended
with his Cowley friends singing the Salesian
SchoolsSong at the head of the grave. Many
of the mourners made a particular point of
expressing how moved they were and how
appropriate it was. Chris attended the Sale-
sian Schools at Burwash and Farnborough
(for one year) before arriving at Cowley in
1954where he remained until 1960. He was
extremely popular, made friends easily to
whom he remained loyal, many of whom are
indebted to him for setting up on their ca-
reers. He specically requestedin his Will
that he be given a Catholic funeral; with
such a Salesianemphasis | have no doubt he
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would have beendelighted. He was a truly
greatfriend to me. He left awidow and two
charming daughters. "May He Restin Peace"

Following from Chris's death, four of us who
remained close friends since Cowley days,
and who met regularly for 'card nights' at
Chris's home, decided to continue to do so
in his memory. We held such an evening and
'included’ Chris to whom 'hands' were dealt.
We contributed £80for him to 'play' with. At
the end of the evening he had accumulated
£156, which we donated to the SMILE ap-
peal.

In early December, learning that Fr Charles
Archer was seriously ill in Dublin, three
other Cowley OId Boys and myself ew at
short notice to visit him in hospital. Fr
Charles had taught us all at Cowley where
he was a much admir ed Priest. We hope that
he derived asmuch comfort from our visit as
we did, certain that it would be the last time
we would seehim. Ten days later he died.
"May He Restin Peace"

The Cowley Association continues to nan-
cially contribute to Fr Tom Donaghy in Rus-
sia, Hospice Africa, through Fr Joe Merri-
man's sister, the Salesian Sisters generally
and to the "Don BoscoToday" publication.

The 2006 AGM Reunion is scheduled for 17
October at the samevenue.

FARNBOROUGH ASSOCIATION

President:JohnClenshaw
Tel: 0127665690(Home)01252783574(Bus)

During the autumn 2004 we endeavoured
to respond to Past Pupils and recent school
leaversin renewing their links with the Col-
lege here at Farnborough. Thanks to our

Salesian Delegate, Fr Joe Brown (based at
the SalesianMissions of ce at Battersea)our
database contains over 5000 names and ad-
dresses. With the inclusion of Email ad-
dressesit may help us to foster and progress
our contactwith our PastPupils.

In November we again gave our support to
the College Prize Day Fund and on the 12th
we were present at the annual Distribution
of Prizes, when the prizes were presentedby
Michael Beloff QC, President of Trinity Col-
lege, Oxford. Several of the prizes were do-
nated by our Association. The evening saw
the return of last year's Sixth Formers to cel-
ebrate another academic successfor the col-
lege by the students in the year's A level, AS
Level and GCSEexams.

On the 14th Decemberthe College Festival of
'Readings and Carols' was made more spe-
cial by the launch of Bro Michael Delmer's
book, 'Sean Devereux — A Life Given for
Africa’. A poighant moment for those Past
Pupils present,who knew Seanwhen he was
astudent at the College, and of coursefor Bro
Michael as Sean'steacher.

In March we published our Past Pupils
newsletter, the rst since the April 2004 re-
union. The newsletter gave information
on the school prize giving, the Tsunami
(Don BoscoToday publication), news of Past
Pupils, obituaries, the 'Fortyniner ' reunion,
SeanDevereux - Farnborough Old Boy, the
old boys 6-a-side football tournament and
old SalesiansFootball teams.

Dif culties in attracting support for the an-
nual reunion are lightened by these 'Year
Group Reunions', for instance, the 'Fortynin-
ers' held their 16th consecutive annual din-
ner at a hotel in Farnborough on the 8th Oc-
tober 2004 with 35 old boys and wives at-
tending. We are hoping that this will give a
boost to attendance at our Reunion planned
for 10th April 2005.
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The group photo from the 2005 AGM

The AGM in progress, in the College Library

We should, in our report, acknowledge the
active support given by young local Past
Pupils to the College's annual participation
in the 'HCPT Lourdes EasterPilgrimage'.

SHRIGLEY ASSOCIATION

President:.Jod_omax
Tel: 01204843874
Email: joe@lomax.cc

Chronologically we must rst report on the
memorable 75th Anniversary celebrations
held at Shrigley in August and attended
by 183 people. In the words of Fr Dan
Lyons, one of the very rst 1929-vintagewho
attended, "It stired me to be part of it".

Paststudents, lay and clerical attended from
many parts of the world and from every era
in the history of our Alma Mater from Fr
Dan to SeanHughes, aptly christened "Al-
pha and Omega". Our grateful thanks go out
to the wonderful hard working committee
who brought about such a wonderful event
to its successful conclusion and gave such
pleasure and memories to be stored.

All the happenings and incidents of the
weekend were recorded, faithfully and
painstakingly, by Keith Dranseld, in his
wonderful video. Perhaps the most memo-
rable was the reawakening of the echoesof
the Massin the upper oor of our old Tilden
Chapel, where 26 priests and Deacons con-
celebrated the Mass, the music being pro-
vided by the organist who also played in the
1953broadcast, Kevin Dean, and the Grego-
rian Chant being conducted by one of our old
choirmasters, Fr Bob Coupe SDB. We even
had the old Shrigley vestments, provided,
asusual, by the ever-faithful Brother Donald
MacDonald SDB. The afternoon Dinner was
excellentand the evening concertevery bit as
good as expectations beforehand. Appr oxi-
mately £2500was raised over the weekend
for Savio House.

The Shrigley family celebrates 75 years

The Memorial Mass at Thornleigh was at-
tended by about thirty PastPupils and about
the same number attended the Don Bosco
Masses at Thornleigh in January and Glas-
gow in February. In Glasgow we marvelled
at the transformation in St Benedicts, Easter
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house, refurbished by the diocese.

We now look forward to the April weekend
at SavioHouse, 22being booked in and when
part of the annual Shrigley-Buxton walk will
be attempted. Over the Easter period seven
of us will be going to the Hotel Gandia in
Gandia in the Province of Valencia in which
one of PastPupils had a stake.

As aresult of the 75th, SALVE was formed to
relieve the Volunteers at Savio House. Sev-
eral of us take it in turns to take over, or sup-
port the volunteers mainly at weekends but
now also sometimes during the week. In ad-
dition to this members who are also Cate-
nians have persuaded fellow Catenians to
take a hand as marketing advisers for Savio
House.

On paper our numbers have gone up to 415
but of these the active ones reached a peak
with 120 attending the 75th (63 wives and
family), 50would be a normal maximum.

THORNLEIGH ASSOCIATION

PresidentMark Higson
Tel: 00353909688867
Email: mark@higson.co.uk

The time since the last National Council
meeting has passed as others with a gen-
tle ripple in the otherwise smooth surface of
our dormant and placid existence.About six
PastPupils, of the male variety, attended the
Memorial Mass and The Don Bosco Mass,
both held at Thornleigh in November and
January respectively.

Sadly however, we lost two very popular
members of Staff. The rst was Fr John
Thompson SDB of the 1940s-vintage,a great
driver in the classioom but so very popular

in the playground, this shown by the large
number of weddings and christenings that
he was invited to. He used to be a great
force in the plum picking camps when he
accompanied Fr J J Wiseman with a great
and happy crowd of boys to Evesham. His
brother also passedaway a few weeks later
at the grand old age of 95, Fr Johnonly hav-
ing lived until he was 90.

Mr Paul Horrocks passed away on 18th
March. He was due for retirement this year
having worked so hard, teaching History for
many years at St Cuthberts then at Thorn-
leigh on the merger in 1986.From rst diag-
nosis to his passing was only a short eleven
months. May they both Restin Peace.

Does this jog any memories? It was taken at a past
pupils event at Thornleigh in 1954.

LIBERIA

Further encouraged by the successof our
2003 and 2004 National Past Pupil Mission
projects we are now considering a number
of possible new projectsin Africa. Hopefully
we will be ableto communicate to you in our
next Issue, which of those listed in National
President's Report above, we have selected.

Pleasesend your donation to:

'SMILE 2005' c/o Richard Blake, National
Treasurer: Salesian Past Pupils Federation,
Glade House, 40 Wink eld Road, Windsor,
Berkshire, England SL44AF
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LIBERIA - CYCLESSENT TO PAST PUPILS
"NOW HERE'S AN INTERESTING INITIA-
TIVE!"

Through the assistanceof the Salesiansand
the 'Sean Devereux Fund' a group of Past
Students have been helped to setup a Busi-
ness in selling second-hand bicycles. "Re-
cycle UK" donate the cyclesfree of charge (cf
www.re-cycle.ay). The freight costwas £3,500
to send 400 cycles in a 40 foot container to
Liberia. The bicycles are sold at such an
amount that the £3,500is sent back to Re-
Cycle UK who will provide another 400 cy-
clesfree of charge. The PastPupils received
the rst container at Christmas/New Year,
and are almost ready to send the required
amount to Re-Cyclefor the secondcontainer.
Priority is given to poorer people and stu-
dents. Photo evidence follows:

The container arrives from the port of Monrovia

The container is unloaded

The bikes and parts on display

Mr Wanni-Toe Derrick of Londor Enterprises

EUROGEX

Peter Hunter, previously our Eurogex rep-
resentative on National Council, now at the
ripe old age of 30, cannot be our Eurogex
member. Peter is a member of 'The Sale-
sian Family Vocations Team' and will be the
new role that Peterwill take on the National
Council.

We are still urgently looking for a new Euro-
gex representative, a Past Pupil, male or fe-
male who would be prepared to undertake
this stimulating role.

???ANY TAKERS ?7??

10
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GLOBAL PAST PUPILS

Above is a photograph of the World Confed-
eral President, FrancescoMuceo. A new of-
cial website for the World Confederation of
PastPupils, createdby the World Council has
recently beenestablishedand canbefound at
www.exallievidb.ay

The long established information about Past
Pupils activities throughout the world is also
available and continually refreshed, on the
Internet and is created by Alex Dockers (pho-
tograph above). This can be found under
www.donbosco-pp.infblational Council (GB)
records its grateful thanks to Alex for his tir e-
lessand continuous work to keep the world-

wide PP-Info up to date and topical. We look
forwar d to his valuable work asa member of

the new Confederal Presidency.

APPEAL

If you have any small or large Salesian
Past Pupil events that you would like in-
cluded in our newsletter, if you email me
(.ward@vigin.net) a short description to-
gether with colour photos, | will happily in-
clude them in futur e issues,to give news of
your eventswider distribution and hopefully
result in greaterinterestand involvement in
your efforts.

For information of futur e Events and News
of past events for all GB Local Associations;
seeour Website: http://www.donbosco.co.uk/pp

Prepaedby JohnWard

Vice President,SalesianPast Pupils Federation
(GB)

Tel: 01895257623

Email: j.ward@vigin.net
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